Rationalizing Denominators

Period Name

We aren't supposed to have irrational numbers in denominators. That means we aren't supposed to
have square roots in denominators. So if your answer has a square root in the bottom, we have to get

everything out of the square root.

When do we take numbers out of a square root? When there are two of the same. So if a square root in
a denominator has a number inside it, we need to put that same number inside the radical again. We

can do this by multiplying.

Simplify so that
there is no radical in
the denominator. So we need another 5 inside
a square root in the bottom.
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